


 

NAEYC Early Learning Program Accreditation 
COVID-related Assessment Item Rating Guidance for Programs & Assessors 
No assessment items have been added or removed from the assessment due to COVID-19. However, 
some items may need to be rated taking into account the effect the pandemic has had on program 
operations.  

Some program practices and protocols may have changed to accommodate new health and safety 
guidelines because of COVID-19. The continuing impact of the pandemic and the emergence of new 
variants may also continue to alter program operations and the program’s ability to address some 
assessment items.  

If there are specific assessment items that the program is currently unable to meet due to public health 
restrictions and/or requirements, this should be noted in the portfolio evidence or mentioned to the 
assessor in the orientation meeting for observable items.  

As assessors rate the assessment items, if it is unclear if COVID-19 has affected the program’s portfolio 
evidence or observed practices, they will clearly note questions or concerns with their ratings. Our goal 
is that programs are not disadvantaged in their accreditation assessment as a result of the pandemic. 

 

 

 





























Program ID:     Organization ID:    

 

License-Exempt Acknowledgment Form 
 

I acknowledge that                                                                                                 (the “Program”) on this                  day of 
 
                                                                , 20         is exempt from licensing and regulation requirements for early childhood care and 
education programs in the state of                                                                     , and is not currently licensed or regulated.  
 
I acknowledge compliance with the following: 
• The Program’s administrator has reviewed the state’s licensing requirements. 
• The board chair, president or owner of the Program has reviewed the state’s licensing requirements. 
• The Program is voluntarily in compliance with the state’s licensing requirements. 
• Upon registration of children in the Program, my program provides families with a copy of the state’s licensing 

requirements, informs families that the Program is license-exempt, and informs families that the Program is voluntarily in 
compliance with the state’s licensing requirements. 

• The Program has documentation of fire and health inspections. 
• The Program has completed a criminal background check on all staff and has complied with state and federal law concerning 

background checks. In addition, the Program employs no individual convicted of a crime involving sexual abuse or child abuse 
or neglect in compliance with the Program’s local, state and federal laws. 

 

If I qualify as being licensed-exempt, I acknowledge and understand that it is my responsibility to maintain evidence documenting 
full compliance with the statements above for the Program to be in compliance with NAEYC Required Item 10B.16. If granted 
accreditation, I acknowledge and understand that it is the Program’s responsibility to remain in full compliance with NAEYC 
Required Item 10B.16, and to maintain evidence documenting full compliance if applicable. It is also the Program’s responsibility 
to report to NAEYC any failure to meet this required item throughout any term of accreditation. I understand that failure to 
meet this required item throughout any term of accreditation will result in the deferral of the Program’s NAEYC Accreditation. I 
further understand that if accreditation is deferred, the Program is no longer in compliance with NAEYC’s accreditation policies 
and procedures and must immediately terminate all use of the NAEYC name, logo, and trademarks, and promptly remove all 
references to NAEYC and NAEYC accreditation from Program materials and websites. 

The Program shall indemnify, defend and hold harmless, and hereby releases and discharges, NAEYC, its affiliates, directors, 
officers, members, and their respective agents and employees from and against any and all claims, liabilities, demands, suits, 
costs, expenses (including attorney’s fees) and judgments of whatever nature and description which may result from or are in 
any way related to this refusal and/or deferral of the Program’s accreditation. 

I hereby represent to NAEYC that I am a duly authorized representative of the Program and have full right to make this 
Acknowledgment. I have read carefully this License-Exempt Acknowledgment Form and am signing voluntarily, intending to be 
legally bound. 

 
Name of authorized administrator (please write) Title 
 

 
Signature of authorized administrator Date 
 

 
Program Name NAEYC Program/Organization ID Number(s) 
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If this acknowledgment form is not collected on the day of the visit, required item 10B.16 will be rated NO and the program will 
automatically be deferred accreditation. Questions or concerns about completing this form may be directed to the NAEYC Early 
Learning Programs Program Support staff at 800-424-2460, Option 3. 


















